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Abel at The Allen: Abel Design Group 
tapped for Houston luxury mixed-use 
tower BY BRANDI SMITH

When it’s complete, The Allen promises to be one of the most prestigious 
developments in Houston. Nestled between Downtown and River Oaks, the 
35-story, mixed-use project will house 172 premier rooms in the Thompson 
Hotel, 19 floors of luxury condominiums in The Residences at the Allen, two 
restaurants, ballrooms and meeting spaces, a spa and fitness club, a one-
acre elevated pool deck, and more.

“This is a world-class development that really captures everything that 
Houston has been yearning for,” says Taylor Alford, Director of Operations 
at Abel Design Group.

DC Partners, which is leading the $500 million development, tasked the 
Houston-based firm with the challenge of designing the entire 900,000+ 
square feet of interior in the tower. 

“The design logistics of a vertical mixed-use development are challenging, 
to say the least,” laughs Jeffrey Abel, the design group’s Managing Principal. 

“Solving those logistical issues involves answering questions such as 
how do you offer The Residences at The Allen private space? How do you 
deal with simple things such as trash? How do you organize deliveries for 
homeowners?  Working with the developer and the base-building architect, 
we’re able to anticipate a few of those issues and plan around them,” Abel 
explains.

Along with logistical maneuvering, designing 35 floors and their various 
features demanded incredible creativity and flexibility.

“Our truly phenomenal design team understands how to work through 
a hotel design that isn’t replicated over and over again, mandating that 
efficiency is the name of the game,” says Abel. “Furthermore, we must think 
differently when laying out the condo designs that do not vertically stack 
with hotel room configurations below. Those same condos will be built out 
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595 Fish Creek Thoroughfare
Montgomery, TX 77316

WOODFOREST PLAZA AT FISH CREEK

Now Leasing retail/office space. ±12,000 SF
Gross Leasable SF. Building size: 21,939 SF.
Located at the NEC of Fishcreek
Thoroughfare and Elk Trace Pkwy.
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9504 N Sam Houston Pkwy E
Humble, TX 77396

FALL CREEK PLAZA

3,000 - 16,600 SF Available. Located at
the SEC of Beltway 8 East and Wilson
Road. Easy access to I-59, Hardy Toll
Road, and I-45. Jr. Anchor Box for Lease.

Matt Knagg
(281) 367-2220 EXT 139

10080 Research Forest Dr,
The Woodlands, TX 77354

WESTGATE CROSSING

11 Acre Mixed-Use Development at the
NEC of Research Forest Dr. & Egypt Ln.
with retail, restaurant, professional office
and other commercial pad sites available.

Jeff Tinsley
(281) 367-2220 EXT 104

2257 N Loop 336 W
Conroe, TX 77304

HIGHLANDS PLAZA 

10,000 SF Retail Building. 3,000 SF
Available, Divisible to approximately 
1,500 SF (With End-Cap and Drive Thru).
Shadow Anchored by HEB & CVS.

Neal King 
(281) 367-2220 EXT 125

3010 W Hwy 30
Huntsville, TX 77340

PARKWOOD SQUARE SHOPPING CENTER

2nd Generation restaurant space. 
Pylon Sign on I-45 and monument sign.
Great Visibility and Access from I-45 and
Highway 30. 

Brigham Hedges 
(281) 367-2220 EXT 143

26019 I-45 N 
The Woodlands, TX 77381

I-45 RETAIL BUILDING FOR SALE

Lisa Hughes
(281) 367-2220 EXT 113

19764 Interstate 45 N
Spring, TX 77373

I-45 RETAIL PAD SITE

1.307 Acre Retail Pad Site for Lease or
Build-to-Suit. Located at the hard corner
of I-45 N frontage and E Cypresswood
Dr., near to Topgolf.

Zach Armstrong 
(281) 367-2220 EXT 109

2455 Research Forest Dr. 
The Woodlands, TX 77382

RESEARCH FOREST LAKESIDE 

5,014 SF Freestanding Shell
Retail/Restaurant Space with
additional   800 SF patio located 
in The Woodlands.

Jeff Tinsley
(281) 367-2220 EXT 104

6875 FM 1488
Magnolia, TX 77354

WOODFOREST PLAZA AT FM 1488

Rosa Dye
(281) 367-2220 EXT 116

Three retail buildings totaling 15,398 SF on
0.3974 acres. The property sits on I-45
North frontage road in The Woodlands on
the hard corner of Nursery Road.

Suite 700 - 1,710 SF & Suite 1500 - 
4,280 SF available for Lease. 
Building Size: 28,080 SF GLA. Great
visibility on heavily traveled FM 1488
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Left: RESIDENCES AT THE ALLEN Hospitality Living Dining. Right: RESIDENCES AT THE ALLEN Hospitality Master Bathroom.

“This is a world-class development that 
really captures everything that Houston has 
been yearning for.”
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prior to the completion of the overall building, thus we must anticipate the 
wants and needs of our future clients whom we have yet to meet.”

Beyond just the more residential spaces, Abel Design Group is responsible 
for The Allen’s bespoke design in the condo and hotel lobbies, grand stairs, 
ballrooms, meeting rooms, pool deck and more.

“We were afforded the opportunity to create spaces with different looks, 
feels, and experiences that you won’t find elsewhere in Houston,” Abel says.

Much like choosing a favorite child, it’s difficult for members of the team to 
pick the feature they most connect with, but the penthouse suite gets top 
marks from Abel.

“It has 30-foot-high, soaring ceilings and just a fantastic volume within 
which we get to work and play,” he says.

As for Alford, he says The Allen’s hotel lobby will be exquisite.

“This hotel will be unique in that we designed a check-in on level 7 of the 
building. The soaring 18-ft high windows capture an impressive view of the 
downtown Houston skyline,” he shares. “This sets up a truly remarkable 
opening sequence as you enter the hotel.”

That view, as well as perspectives from the tower’s other vantage points, is 
one of the elements that excites Abel most.

“The way the building is positioned on Allen Parkway afforded us as 
architects and designers the opportunity to capture views that are not 
possible anywhere else in the city,” he says. “The park and bayou are the front 
yard of the tower and the skyscrapers downtown are our 'mountainscape'. It 
really does celebrate the whole of Houston.”

The on-site sales gallery for The Residences at The Allen is now open, 
allowing interested parties to take virtual tours and even view a potential 
home with customized features and finishes. Along with residential sales, 
The Allen is also leasing retail and office space.

“This entire development will become the center of the Houston hospitality 
district that is rapidly evolving along Allen Parkway,” says Abel.
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RESIDENCES AT THE ALLEN Hospitality Plunge Pool

The Place to
Raise Your Business

All you’re looking for is in Allen. 
From class A office space to A rated 

schools, world-class entertainment 
parks and recreation – all in the  

heart of a thriving Metroplex. 

Here you can build a business  
where people are not just surviving 

but thriving. When it comes to living, 
working and playing, Allen is all in. 

Be part of it all.
www.allenedc.com

Allen has it All.


